Music Intervention Lesson 1
Music


Lesson 1			ELEMENTS OF MUSIC


Classification

This lesson deals with pupils' ability to group attributes of music and to re-group these attributes in the light of new evidence or experience.

The lesson requires:

	A set of cards for each group of pupils. Each set consists of 8 cards with the following elements of music printed on them: Pitch, Timbre, Attack and Decay, Tempo, Dynamic, Texture, Duration, Silence.

You may also want a large poster or overhead transparency with each word and a short definition of its meaning to help with the concrete preparation stage or you can write these on a board as you discuss them with the class.
A short piece of music that uses some of the characteristics above in unexpected ways e.g.: it begins with prolonged silence, or it is only played using drums. E.g.: the theme music from the film `Jaws'.
A card for each group with the haiku poem on it (See Construction Phase 2).


Concrete Preparation Phase (10 minutes)

Key Words: Classify, Sequence, Hierarchy, Prioritize, Criteria, Characteristics.

Remind the class of the rules of working in groups. Remind them that this lesson is all about the way they think so they will need to talk to each other to hear how they themselves think and if that is the same or different to the way other people think in their group.
	
Show the list of words and ask the class if any of them know what any of the words mean. Spend about 5 minutes going through the definitions of each word, wherever possible repeat back the children's explanations as you reveal the `official' definition. Leave the definitions where they can be clearly seen for the rest of the lesson.

Construction Phase (13 minutes)

Give each group a pack of cards. Tell them they have five minutes to put them in a list order of importance to them for composing a short piece of music. Tell them you will be circulating to ask why they have put them in that order and that there is no right and wrong.
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Pupils work on task. Circulate and keep asking the group `do you agree with what.... is saying?' Why?

Stop the class when all groups have some sort of order on their table.

Ask two or three groups to tell the whole class their order. Select groups, which have come to different conclusions, write these up so they can be seen. Ask each group to describe how they came to their conclusions. Make no judgmental comment but where necessary re-shape their responses so that the criteria they have used is made clear to the whole class. Introduce the words 'criteria' and `characteristics'.

Ask whole class:
	'What criteria did you use?'

`Did any of you think of a specific piece of music to help you?'
'Did any groups find it got harder as you got towards the end? Why?'
	'What about the 'silence' card? Where did you put that? Why?'

Encourage response but keep the pace up, do not spend too much time with groups who are having difficulty articulating their response, keep a fluent dialogue between you and the class.

Cognitive Conflict Phase (10 minutes)

Now play the piece of music that uses the elements in unexpected ways.

Give the pupils the opportunity to review the order of their lists in the light of listening to this piece of music.

Ask groups to feedback. ' Did you change priority of list?' `Why?'

Construction Phase 2 (10 minutes)

Task: Create a piece of music using only vocal/body sounds to interpret the poem. To help you compose your piece and organise your ideas you must make use of the elements in the order that you listed them.

Poem:	The falling leaves fall and pile up
The rain beats on the ground

Listen to one/two groups.

Metacognition Phase (7 minutes)

Groups are asked to talk to each other for two minutes to see if they want to change the hierarchy of their lists in the light of their own or other groups' performances.

Ask them: 'Why did the music change your thinking?'
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Each group will be asked to make a statement to the whole class about their short discussions.

They are to have a reason for their decision.

Repeat each statement word for word so that the whole class hears it.

Bridging
Ask class for examples of where else they have to put things in a sequence or order. Do they ever have to change their sequence or order for a different purpose? Children may give examples from maths, other music lessons and even getting dressed in the morning!
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